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WATER TECH MAKING A SPLASH

The San Diego region depends on outside sources for much of its water and the current drought has been
cause for concern throughout California. The emerging water technology industry could provide solutions
to water problems regionally and worldwide. Here, the former chairman of a local water policy task force and
a technology consultant make the case for San Diego to be a hub for water-related companies.

CARY LOWE & GABRIELLE SCHUBERT

The drought is impacting the San Diego
region’s $200 billion economy. Biotech compa-
nies, farmers and real estate developers are

concerned about the effects of water shortages.

This growing crisis presents an opportu-
nity. As a region with serious water vulner-
ability, but also with extraordinary resources,
San Diego is well positioned to take the lead
in water technology.

The San Diego economy is diversifying. A gen-
eration ago, it relied most heavily on the military,
real estate and tourism. Those remain significant
sectors, but biotechnology, information technol-

Lowe is a land-use lawyer who chaired the San Diego City
Council's Water Policy Implementation Task Force. Schubert
is a technology consultant and founder of the World Water
Innovation Network.

ogy and academic institutions have surged in
prominence, and new industries such as craft
beer breweries are gaining acclaim. Forbes
magazine last year named San Diego as the top
area in the nation for startup companies,

Yet, other than the outsize presence of the
Navy and Marine Corps, San Diego has never
been a regional or national center of any in-
dustry. Few.Fortune 500 companies have been
headquartered here, and we have never been
home to high-profile industries like filmmaking
or finance. But the presence today of so many
technology companies, coupled with academic
research institutions and a growing venture
capital sector, presents an opportunity.

The region is still highly dependent on
outside water resources, notwithstanding
important récent investments by the San Diego
County Water Authority and ambitious plans
for the city of San Diego. The drought has high-
lighted this. It is further underscored by how
dependent some of our key growth industries
are on a reliable water supply.

A diverse nucleus of water technology com-
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